
   
     Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures (degrees C) for 7:15 a.m. EDT (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights - Monday - December 8, 2003
C In the West, scattered rain and snow showers are providing beneficial moisture as far south as the Four

Corners region.  The precipitation comes on the heels of a disappointing, three-week dry spell, following a
promising, early- to mid-November start to the 2003-04 Western wet season.

C On the Plains, mild, dry, breezy weather continues to stress the poorly established winter wheat crop,
although clouds are overspreading the region in advance of a developing storm system.

C In the Corn Belt, mild, mostly dry weather favors late-autumn fieldwork, including final corn harvesting in
the lower Great Lakes States.

C In the South, cool weather lingers in the southern Atlantic region in the wake of a weekend storm system
that produced heavy snow and high winds in the Northeastern U.S.  Meanwhile from the Delta westward,
mild, dry weather is promoting the growth of winter grains and cool-season grasses.

Outlook: Early in the week, a developing winter storm will bring locally heavy, drought-easing snowfall to
central portions of the Rockies and Plains.  Rain and snow will spread northeastward into the Midwest by mid-
week.  Farther south, widespread, heavy showers will develop in advance of the storm from the middle and
lower Mississippi Valley into the Southeast.  Elsewhere, a high-pressure system will provide dry weather
through mid-week in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern States, while another potent storm system will
produce high winds, rain, and high-elevation snow in the Pacific Coast States.  The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook
for December 13-17 calls for above-normal precipitation along the Gulf Coast and across the eastern one-third
of the U.S., while drier-than-normal conditions will prevail in the Southwest and return to central portions of
the Rockies and Plains.  Above-normal temperatures are likely in the Southwest and Northeast, while near- to
below-normal temperatures are forecast from the central and southern Plains eastward into the Mid-Atlantic
and Southeastern States.

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)
Web Site: http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf/AgWxHighlights/TODAYSWX.PDF


